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1. The first remction of ths population of Berlin to the mass transfer of workers
to Buesia was to the effect that the dsportetions constituied the Busslan angwez
to the elections of 20 October 1946, which the Ruesisn-sponscred SED lost de—
cisively. The scope of ths Ruseian operation was sv great, howewer, that 1%
bacsme obvious that the projsct must have bvesn carefully plannad by a large
staff over a long period. This has ailnce besn confirmed by reports that Operation
Ossavekin was orgonized by the “Seventh Adminlstrative Borean”, which had besn
set up for this purpose; ithe Berlim part of the opsration wes under the direct
supervision of the Firet Operation Group of the MYD in Iunisenstresss, Berlia.
The preparaticns included the hasty repair of many railroad cars.

2. The point most widely discusesd, from the beglaning, was whether or not the
transportation of the German workara to Hussia was voluntary. Tha first opinien
of the majority of Perliners was that the shipments wera a mass daportation
in the mammer of the late Frits Saucks). Ths Russien contention on the other
hend wae thet ell the workers effested had vwoluntarily signed contractz to work
in Bussis and that no force, pressure, or compulaion of any kind waes used., In-
dond, the Bussians contrested what they celled "humane transportation of workers
for peaseful indnetxiss® with the "forced deportation by Britain and the United
Staten of huadrods of Nazle %o work on ssscret atom-bomb projscts®. This-charge
was glven strasmer headlines and sxtensive write-upe in all the Soviet—controlled
newopapers, while the newspepera licensed by the western allies continned with

iheir more cautious sboriss sompering the Ossavekim project to the Nasi vnder-
fokinge so strongly dencunced at Nuremberg.

{nquestionably, a considerable number of the skilled Germen labor involved in
tDs _Osgavekin project volomteered to move with their familiez $o Russia. I%
dlisved that a majority of the sclentists and sxecutives who were evacuated
b fant veluntarily. At the seme time, 211 aources agres that the desporstation
pag/Carried out in a manner met experienged in Gormany erxcept betwsen the ysers
)33 and 1945, and state that whether or not contracts were signed, se claimed
the Soviet side, the sctus)l shipments were mads iz an atmosphere of terror,
1y in the very early morning hours. Pargonnsl of the NVD wers alerted on
. Ontober, and Yassisted” the Gearmane in tha transfer of their belongings from
iz homas to the railwey statlon. %he grest mejority of the workers involved
onlded in the Buspian seotor or zons, althovzh soms perseons residing in the
A oPritish and Amerioan gectors of Berlin were alss taken. The latter ware trans-
b horted to the rellway station directly from their place of work, and as a ro-
< Fsult could mot take any perscnal bejensings olons on the trip.
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Wnlle in woat of tie cases reported there seems to heve been no warning, one
subsource describes tie following vroceduret At the Aszania Vorks in Berline
¥riedriciashagen, »1l the workere wers sssembled on the afternoon of 2L Oetober,
and & mewber of the Trade Unipn Council rdad then a statement sppreximately

ag follows: "Ilnessmuch as the: factory whe¥e you are working is %o be trangs
forred to the Boviet Union, you areé hereby instrusted to prepars yoursalvas
and your fawilies for the Journey %o the U.8.8.1, Tou will all fravel in
couches, wille your belongings will be transported in freight cars. Hussien
solaiers will ageist you, Your new contracts will be signed upon arrival in
the doviet Union, Your working conditions will be the same ag those of skilled
nugsian workers in siumilar positions. Your firet contract will be for a period
of five yeara, You will be sumplied with foed and elothing for the Journey,
wbich will lust three or four weeis.® Aftar hesriny this, the informent ab=
senfed himself from his homwe in Preneluuer Berg; at 0300 hours thet night two
iussian solalers erued with subnachine-guns ozlled for hlm geconpenisd by a
LeTman who clained to be a reprasentativa of the Haglstret. They sespchell his
apertment, but left peaceably. enough upon finding that he wes not in,

Otheyr persgps vere injured whlle attamptim‘ to egcape or to rasiat deportation.
In Zapdorf (VOU, ecat of Uerdin), an engineer nemed Vogel is ssld to heve been
exaecutad, together with hls wife and two =sons, becauae they résisted the a.ttampt
to ship tham to Ruesia,

In the Anerimm sgctor of Berlin thres civiliens, described as Rusasaas, tried
to abduct a textile engineer, Heing Kumerer, 1iving in Britz at Kéroerastrasse
37, 4de'registed, was geversly ‘aaatan, end was seved only by the appearance of
the policet his attzckers esceped., = UPitish Public Safety smthoritles renorted
thvee lkddnepuing sttempts in the Dritish sector, one of which wves eucceuful.

The scope of Operation Ussavakin is d1fficult to esﬁimate, g the mmber of
uegple affected is probably in the hundreds of thongands, A tentative Hri¢ieh
estimate nade on 20 Octobep, gave the number as over 250,000, but later reports

eated that this flgurs was much too low, especlelly 1f, as rwmored, the proé
Ject ineluded not o;aly war in(lustrieq but else tyenty *aqr uent of “neanaml“
1!1(1113131'1681

Sources sgres that the deportabion of workers from the Soviet zone was carried
out on a proportionstely much lerger secale and mors puthlessly then in Berlin,
1% is repoirted, for izsvance, thet over five thousand individueals active in the
naciine tqol mauatry in Chenplitz alome were taken. In Jeuna the Rusgisn gerris
son wae slerted and far-renching defensive memsures vere taken: highways leede-'
ing out of town were ologked, railrosd treneportrilon came to o standstill,
Golephone comuunicetiong were out, In Holleaiiletleben, about 0200 hours on 26
Uctober, & housling colony cccupled by workerg of the Slebel alrcreft Ffactory
Yad surrounded by & Sovj.at column vhleh included arnorved ears, and the people
concerned were given “out thres hours Yo paclk their belongings. Here na one
had @oy previous notification, and gounaiderable confusion resulted hecsuse thers
wers not ezmugh 1ntor~)rm;qra to explain to the peoples what wes happening,

Tae apemtion continusd for soue dzys or weeks, snc ohe source hes Teported
that it will ultinateldy ‘ne extended to include doetors and nurees,
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